Chitwood: 
IMB  abuse 
study  will 
continue 


JACKSON.  Mr  (Special)  - 
Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  The  Baptist  Bacon) 
to  SO  issues  par  year.  the  . 
weekly  news  journal  ot  tha 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  does  not  publish  on  the 
weeks  that  include  Indepen¬ 
dence  Day  in  July  and  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  in  December  The 
Recon)  wik  resume  publica¬ 
tion  with  the  first  issue  of  the 
new  year,  dated  Jan.  3.  Tha 
neat  issue  open  for  church 
news  submissione  wilt  be 
Jan.  10.  AH  such  items  must 
be  received  by  Jan  3.  Thank 
you  for  yout  faithful  support 
of  this  miniary  of  informa¬ 
tion.  The  staff  of  The  Baptist 
Record  wishes  for  wki  and 
your  loved  ones  ■  joyous 
celebration  of  the  birth  of 
our  Lord  and  Savior  and  a 
special  new  year  of  helping 
to  bring  Mississippi  and  the 
worid  to  Jesus 


Aid  groups  booted  by  Pakistan  government 


ISLAMABAD,  Pakistan  (BP  and  local  reports) 

—  Pakistan,  a  predominantly  Muslim  country 
known  for  persecuting  ri^fMoua  minorities,  has 
expelled  18  aid  orga  n  i  /.a  t  infer  tafcadtag  World 
Vision  and  other  Christian 

The  expulsions  will  affect  mwiVrti  n  mflJ 
lion  aid  recipients  in  the  country,  which  suffer* 
from  shortcomings  in  areas  such  as  healthcare 
and  education.  The  expulsions  will  also  result 
in  an  estimated  loss  of  more  than  $130  million 
in  annual  aid,  the  Associated  Press  (A?)  report¬ 
ed.  The  stated  economic  impact  is  based  on  the 
work  of  15  groups  represented  by  the  umbrella 
Pakistan  Humanitarian  Foundation,  spokesman 
Umair  Hasan  told  AP. 

Another  20  groups  are  at  risk  of  expulsion, 
AP  reported. 

World  Vision,  based  in  Monrovia,  Ca., 
“worked  with  relevant  Pakistan  government 
institutions  to  hand  over  responsibility  for  life¬ 
saving  and  poverty-reducing  programs,*  AP 
quoted  World  Vision  communications  executive 
Cynthia  Colin  as  saying.  “We  will  do  what  we  can 
to  minimize  the  impact  [on  children]  and  will 


KICKED  OUT  —  Pakistan  has  expelled  18 

aid  organisations  including  World  Vision  and 
other  Christian  groups.  (Photo  by  Jiri  Flogel/ 
Shuttarstock.com 

continue  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  restarting 
work  under  any  new  legal  framework  which  the 
government  may  subsequently  introduce.' 

Catholic  Relief  and  tb»  Irish  Catholic  aid 
group  TTocaire  are  amonf  the  18  groups 

see  PAKISTAN  on  p.  7 
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Reality  of  God’s  favor 


What  do  we  mean  when  we  talk 
about  the  ‘favor  of  God?' 

The  house  you've  always 
wanted  goes  into  foreclosure  and  you 
buy  it  for  a  steal?  Your  kids  bring  their 
report  cards  home  with  straight  A’s? 
You  find  out  a  long  lost  relative  left 
you  a  tidy  sum  of  money?  Many  people 
may  think  God’s  favor  is  something 
like  those  blessings.  When  life  seems 
tWtreak  your  way,  it’s  easy  to  think, 
‘God  is  really  smiling  down  on  me 
now.  He  must  really  love  me.” 

When  we  turn  to  the  New  Testament, 
though,  we  get  a  splash  of  cold  water. 
Thef  avor  of  God  doesn't  always  line  up 
with  great  circumstances.  Case  in  point: 
Mary.  When  the  angel  Gabriel  shows 
up  to  announce  the  first  Christmas  to 
Mary  in  Luke  L  he  tells  her  twice  that 
she  has  God’s  favor  but  her  situation 


Guest  opinion 

with  J.D.  Greear 


Remember  the  martyrs 


Canyon,  that  really  leads  us  to  disap¬ 
pointment.  It’s  not  getting  married,  or 
having  children,  or  being financially 
comfortable,  or  overcoming  an  illness. 
What  we  need  to  see  is  that  in  the  Res¬ 
urrection,  under  the  reign  of  the  Son 
of  David,  every  disappointment  will 
be  fulfilled. 

We  have  pain.  He  will  reverse  it.  We 
have  disappointment.  He  will  erase  it. 
We  yearn  for  justice.  He  will  restore  it. 
When  we  go  through  seasons  of  racial 
strife  in  our  country,  many  people  start 
to  ask,  “Will  there  ever  be  justice?" 
Maybe  the  yearning  for  justice  is  more 

_ _  personal:  You’ve  been  wronged  and 

She's  already  poor,  and  if  Joseph  rejects  just  can’t  get  past  it.  You  want  to  cry 
her,  she’ll  be  destitute.  She  might  have  out  like  the  psalmist,  “Will  the  wicked 
to  beg  for  a  living.  go  unpunished?* 

So  nere’s  Mary  —  financially  insol-  Unless  we  look  to  God’s  perfect 
vent,  with  a  ruined  reputation,  her  most  justice  instead  of  our  judicial  system  or 
important  relationship  in  tatters.  Maybe  our  own  efforts  well  always  be  bitter, 
you  can  relate  if  you  sense  no  joy  or  Perfect  justice  will  be  restored,  but  only 

good  cheer  this  Christmas  season,  but  when  Jesus  rules  from  David’s  throne, 
rather  dread.  Your  life  doesn’t* look  like  That  truth  gives  us  the  hope  to  continue 
one  “blessed  and  highly  favored."  For  working  for  justice  now  while  enduring 
you,  Christmas  only  reminds  you  of  all  the  injustice  in  the  world, 
the  good  you  don’t  nave  in  your  life.  In  the  end,  that’s  what  God’s  favor 

If  that  s  you,  then  Mary’s  circum-  is  all  about.  It’s  what  Christmas  is  all 
stances  are  particularly  relevant  be-  about  —  hope.  God’s  favor  isn’t  always 
nuse  she  supposedly  has  the  favor  of  easy.  Sometimes,  as  with  Mary,  it  brings 
God  in  the  midst  of  all  her  mess.  How?  with  it  a  lot  of  difficulties  but  it’s  always 

Because  a  Son  is  being  born  to  her  —  a  good  because  it  brings  us  a  hope  in 


Killed  in  crash  of  hijacked  Chi¬ 
nese  jetliner  near  Guangzhou. 
m -  She  was  a  teacher  with  Coopera¬ 

te  remember  five  Services  International. 

’  ►  ■  November  26, 1986  — 

,  working  in  Liberia, 
along  with  her  daugh 
ter  Rachel. 

m  October  11, 1985  -  James 
Philpot,  working  in  Mexico.  Shot 
dead  during  a  confrontation  after  a 
minor  automobile  accident. 

■  June  is,  1978  —  Archie 
G.  Dunaway  Jr.,  working  in 
Rhodesia.  Killed  by  guerril- 


-JL  mission  service  around  the 
world,  we  take  time  l . 

the  missionary  martyrs.  _ 

Life  for  many  Southern  Baptist  Libby  Senter, 
missionaries  and  their  families  is  Mui  ’ 
often  not  easy.  That’s  not  to  say 
there  is  no  ioy  for  them,  because 
there  is  indeed  great  Joy  in  the 


own  free  will,  and  there  is  no 
greater  thrill  than  helping  lead 
people  to  salvation  through  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ 
Some  of  them  have  paid  the 


the  white- 1 


■  March  tt,  1973  -  Gladys 
rpewell,  working  in  Taiwan. 
>  details  of  her  murder  were 


faithful  unto  death: 

M  March  14, 2018  —  Randy 
and-Kathy  Arnett.  Died  from 
injuries  sustained  in  an  automo¬ 
bile  accident  in  the  Democratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo. 

■  March  15,  2004  -  Larry 
Elliott,  his  wife  Jean,  Karen 
Watson,  and  David  McDonnall. 
Murdered  in  northern  Iraq  in  a 
drive-by  ambush  of  their  automo¬ 
bile.  McDonnall’s  wife  Carrie  was 


1942  -  Rufas  F. 
in  China.  Died  in 


BIptistRecord 


a  terrorist  bomb  planted  at  Davao  Westnip.  working  in  Mexico. 

City  Airport.  Murdered  by  a  band  of  Indians 

■  December  30,  2002  -  Bill  and  Mexicans  while  traveling  from 

Koehn,  Martha  Myers,  and  Kathy  Santa  Rosa  to  Monterey 
Gariety,  working  at  Jibla  Baptist  ■  October  1, 1861  -  J.  Landrum 
Hospital  in  Jibla,  Yemen.  Mur-  Holmes,  working  in  China.  Mur¬ 
dered  at  the  hospital  bv  a  Mus-  dered  v.  hile  attempting  to  dissuade 
lim  extremist.  invaders  from  attacking  the  villa* 

■  April  f998  —  Charles  W.  of  Chu'Ria  on  Shantung  Peninsula 

Hood  Jr.,  working  in  Colombia,  during  the  Taiping  Rebellion. 
South  America.  Snot  to  death  in  Since  the  first  generation  of 
his  front  yard  by  fbbbers.  Christians,  there  has  been  a  con- 

■  March  23. 19 95  —  Chu  stant  element  of  danger  in  spread*- 

Hon  and  Kei  Yi,  working  in  ing  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 

Khabarovsk,  Russia.  Murdered  in  and  there’s  still  a  need  for  people 
their  locked  apartment.  willing  to  answer  the  Great  Com- 

■  March  27, 1991  —  Lynda  mission  in  hostile  areas  of  the 

Bethea,  working  in  Kenya.  Beaten  world.  All  they’re  asking  of  us  is  to 

to  death  by  highway  robbers  near  support  them  sacrificially  through 
Kijabe.  Her  husband  I-arry  was  .  prayer,  giving,  and  going. 

also  brutally  beaten  but  survived.  Given  the  task  at  hand  (Matt 

■  October  2.1990  -  Mary  28:18-20),  that’s  not  too  much 

Anna  Gilbert,  working  in  China.  to  ask. 


Tony  Martin 
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MAKING  PROGRESS  —  Bible  studies  are  cropping  up  in  the  darkest  comers  of  Brazil's  big  cit¬ 
ies.  ihe  kind  of  Gospel  impact  that  members  of  Highland  Church.  Shelbyville.  Ky..  saw  for  them¬ 
selves  when  they  visited  Brazil  for  the  first  time  a  few  years  igo  and  their  hearts  grabbed  hold  of 
the  vision.  ;iMB  photo) 

Kentucky  church  discovers 
Brazil  ‘piece  of  the  puzzle' 


SAO  PAULO.  Brazil  tiM") 
—  In  their  home  in  S8o  Pauiv, 
Brazil,  Scott  and  Joyce  Pittman 
have  a  giant  map  of  the  city 
plastered  across  tneir  wall.  Irs 
a  picture  of  the  work  still  to  be 
done  in  this  metro  area  of  22 
million  people. 

Now  that  image  is  plas¬ 
tered  across  the  hearts  of  the 
members  of  Highland  Church, 
Shelbyville,  Kyf,  too.  Since 
they  partnered  with  city  strat¬ 
egy  leaders  several  years  ago  at 
Southern  Baptists'  Internation¬ 
al  Mission  Board  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  they  haven't  been  able  to 
get  S4o  Paulo  out  of  their  minds. 

“When  you  see  that  map, 
you  can  see  the  vision  Scott  and 
Joyce  have  lor  the  city.  They  do 
a  great  job  of  explaining  what 
it  will  take  to  reach  it,”  relayed 
Chris  Platt,  pastor  of  Highland 
Chuifch.  "Then,  when  you  go  out 
into  the  city  and  meet  the  peo¬ 
ple  ynw  love  for  missions  just 
c  omes  alive.  You  give  more,  you 
pray  more,  and  you  think  more 
about  missions/ 

Ever  since  the  Kentucky 
Baptist  Convention  kicked  off  a 
partnership  with  the  Pittmans 
in  SSo  Paulo,  teams  from  High¬ 
land  Church  have  traveled  regu¬ 
larly  to  the  city  to  participate  in 
a  variety  pack  of  ministry. 

They  arrange  basketball 
camps,  children's  clubs,  and 
women’s  events  all  through  a 
partnership  with  a  specific  lo¬ 
cal  church.  It’s  a  relationship 
forged  for  the  sake  of  offering 
encouragement  and  support  to 
the  believers  there. 


'God  s  leading  the  way. 
and  we  are  really  growing 
in  missions.  You've  got 
missionaries  doing  what 
they  can  and  the  church 
doing  what  we  can. 
I  think  our  partnership 
has  created  something 
tangible.  It  puts  a  face 
on  missions. ' 

Chris  Platt 

pastor  of  Highland 
Church,  Shelbyville.  Ky. 

"We’ve  been  able  to  mode] 
for  them  how  to  go  door  to 
door,  how  to  share  the  Gospel 
and  show  the  love  of  Christ  to 
the  community,  and  they  seem 
to  be  embracing  what  we're  do¬ 
ing,"  Chris  said. 

When  the  Highland  Church 
team  is  bock  in  Kentucky, 
they  keep  up  with  that  church 
throughout  the  year. 

"It  {fives  our  people  a  church 
to  call  their  own,  he  said.  "It  has 
made  it  real  for  people.  They’ve 
known  about  missions  in  the 
past,  but  now  they  know  faces 
and  names.  They  know  they 
need  to  pray  for  Pastor  Fa  bio." 

Highland  Church  ia  "no  su¬ 
perstar  missions  church,"  Chris 
points  out,  but  the  annual  trips 
nave  bolstered  the  work  in  Bra¬ 
zil  and  made  the  church  see  that 
it  is  “one  piece  of  the  puzzle."  , 
"God's  leading  the  way,  and 
we  are  really  growing  in  mis- 


Highland  Church  "builds  long 
lasting  relationships,  gives 
support  to  our  work  and  the 
work  of  the  churches  and 


support  to  our  work  and  the 
work  of  the  churches  and 
makes  it  possible  to  multiply 
ourselves/  Scott  said. 


Pray  for 

■  Missionaries  like  Scott  and 
Joyce  Pittman  to  be  effective  in 
strategizing  wavs  to  reach  big 
cities  with  the  Gospel. 

■  Church  partners  to  rise  up 
and  be  a  piece  of  the  missions 
puzzle  through  preying,  giving, 

December  is  the  empha¬ 
sis  month  for  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  for  Inter¬ 
national  Missions.  This  year's 
goal  is  $160  million.  The  offer¬ 
ing,  -in  tandem  with  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  gifts  from  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches,  supports 
international  workers  in  seek¬ 
ing  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion.  Gifts  to  the  Lottie  eon 
offering  are  received  through 
local  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  or  online  at  IMB.org/lmco, 
where  there  are  resources  to 
promote  the  offering. 


Students  return  from 
mission  trips  with 
changed  perspective 


sions,"  he  said.  "You've  got  mis¬ 
sionaries  doing  what  they  can 
and  the  church  doing  what  we 
can.  I  think  our  partnership  has 
created  something  tangible.  It 
puts  a  face  on  missions.* 

Scott  said  it  makes  a  big 
difference.  "Hundreds  if  not 
thousands  of  churches  need 
to  be  planted  in  order  to  reach 
the  people  of  our  city,"  he  de¬ 
clared.  Their  partnership  with 


EAST  ASIA  (BP)  -  Keith 
Wieser  said  when  he  looks 
across  his  church  and  identi¬ 
fies  the  high est-im  pact  indi¬ 
viduals  —  the  ones  who  are 
highly  evangelistic  disciple- 
makers  —  they  have  some 
unifying  factors.  One  of  tose 
factors  is  that  they’ve  spent 
time  in  East  Asia. 

"They  come  back,  and  their 
perspective  on  their  life  and 
on  the  world  is  completely 
changed,’  remarked  Keith,  who 
serves  as  lead  pastor  of  Reso¬ 
nate  Church  in  Pullman,  Wa., 
a  church  which  also  has  cam¬ 
puses  in  Idaho  and  Oregon. 

“They  see  lostness  where 
they  had  just  seen  regular¬ 
ity,  and  they  see  themselves  as 
missionaries  more  than  when 
they  left,"  he  noted. 

Over  the  past  three  years 
more  than  80  students  have 
participated  in  Resonates 
partnership  with  workers  in 
East  Asia  directed  by  Southern 
Baptists'  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  in  Richmond,  Va. 
They  travel  there  to  serve  for 
10  weeks  in  the  summer  or  two 
weeks  on  Christmas  break. 

"We  put  them  into  a  col¬ 
lege  campus  and  by  being  in 
that  context,  their  lives  are 
radically  changed,"  Keith 
said.  "To  be  able  to  say  ‘I'm 
here  for  a  specific  reason  for 
a  short  time’  develops  that 
courage  muscle.  As  they  try 
stuff  there,  the  receptivity 
of  college  students  begins  to 
create  an  optimism  that  gets 
carried  home  with  them. 

"It  builds  a  courageous 
spirit,  and  that  :  permeates 
tneir  identity." 

It  also  makes  a  lasting  im¬ 
pact  on  the  East  Asian  stu¬ 
dents  they  meet  while  they’re 
there.  "We’ve  seen  13  college 
students  decide  to  make  a  de¬ 
cision  for  Christ,"  Keith  said. 
Therg  are  four-house  church¬ 


es  that  have  been  started  in 
the  past  year  or  so." 

All  this  started  in  2014 
when  Keith  and  his  wife  Paige 
went  on  a  trip  to  East  Asia  and 
saw  the  incredible  opportuni¬ 
ties  there  to  reach  the  region 
through  its  university  stu¬ 
dents.  When  Keith  and  Paige 
came  back  and  told  their  sto¬ 
ries,  eight  Resonate  members 
decided  they  wanted  to  relo¬ 
cate  their  lives  to  East  Asia. 

Keith  wanted  to  make  a  hab¬ 
it  of  sending  students  there  to 

r  their  feet  wet  in  missions. 

was  a  double  blessing  as  it 
bolstered  students'  hearts  to 
come  back  and  think  mission- 
ally  at  home,  while  supporting 
the  work  of  their  partners  on 
the  field. 

‘One  of  the  things  I  most 
wanted  to  do  with  this  was 
have  every  student  see  they 
are  empowered  to  start  some¬ 
thing  for  the  kingdom,’  Keith 
explained.  ’Going  to  East 
Asia  not  only  opens  their  eyes 
to  the  lostness,  it  shows  them 
that  they  can  do  something 
about  it.‘ 

.  It’s  created  a  pathway  of 
direct  development  for  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Keith  said.  "If  you 
want  to  accelerate  your  dis¬ 
ciple  making,  put  them  in 
a  context  overseas.  People 
start  to  see  their  world  as  a 
place  where  they  were  sent  as 
a  missionary." 

Pray  far 

■  IMB  workers  and  then- 
field  partners  in  East  Asia  to 
impact  lostness  by  reaching 
and  mobilizing  Asian  univer¬ 
sity  students. 

■  God  to  raise  up  more 
workers  through  strategic 
partnerships.  Abo  pray  God 
would  prompt  churches  to  be 
generous  in  supporting  mis¬ 
sionaries  overseas. 


SHARING  GOSPEL  —  A  member  (second  from  left)  of  Reso¬ 
nate  Church  based  in  Washington  State  shares  a  meal  with 
young  East  Asian  students  during  a  recent  mission  trip  to  the 
region  Over  the  past  three  years.' Resonate  has  sent  more  then 
80  students  to  partner  with  IMB  workers  and  other  teams  tn 
East  Asia  (IMB  photo) 
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Buried  in  the  prophetic  words  of 
Zechariah  is  a  question  that  we 
would  do  well  to  think  about  at 
Christinas  time:  'For  who  has  despise 
the  day  of  small  things  (Zech.  4:10)?' 
Some  translate  that  to  say,  "Who 


out  she’s  going  to  have  a  baby.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Scripture,  being  a  good  man,  he 
was  just  going  to  quietly  put  her  aside 
and  not  make  a  public  spectacle  of  it,  not 
damage  her  reputation  any  further.  He 
would  just  tell  her  they  were  not  go’MM 


despises  or  just  dismisses  small  begin¬ 
nings?'  It’s  certainly  an  interesting 
question  that  has  great  application  to 
the  miraculous,  awesome  celebration  of 
Christmas.  Some  people  miss  so  much 
of  life  because  they  overlook  the  day  of 
small  things  or  small  beginnings.  The 
"■  at  its  essence,  an 


would  just  tell  tier  they  were  not  going  to 
go  through  with  the  wedding  since  obvi¬ 
ously  someone  else  had  been  involved 
with  her  and  a  child  soon  to  be  born. 

Let’s  just  for  a  moment  consider  if 


Christmas  stoi 
event  of  small  — . 

At  this  Christmas  time  —  while  it’s  . 

such  a  big  event  in  our  culture  and  cer-  (  'hnClTYl 
tainly  worthy  of  the  whole  world  stop-  V^lll  lO  Lx  11 

ping  to  give  attention  to  it  —  pauae  for 
a  few  moments  to  think  about  the  small 

beginnings  of  Christmas.  I  titled  this  Isaiah  goes  on  to  say  so  b 

article 'Christmas -Simple  as  ABC*  be-  how  He  will  be  designate! 
cause  the  alphabet,  usually  referred  to  as  name  will  be  called  Wonc 
the  "ABCs’,  is  so  foundational  and  yet  selor,  Mighty  God,  Everia 
so  small  to  everything  we  say  or  write  or  Prince  ofPeace'  (Isaiah  9 
express.  The  Christmas  story  is  that  kind  something  so  small  in  its 


that  scenario  had  hag 


was  so  distraught  he  broke  off  the  rela¬ 
tionship  and  filed  for  separation  and  let 
her  go  on  her  way.  Probably  this  young 
woman  who  had  never  been  out  of  the 
region  of  Nazareth,  would  have  found 

S  members  to  care  of  her  and  she 
have  borne  the  child  right  there 


from  hundreds  of  yeap 
have  been  untrue  If  Jo t 
ed  Mary,  but  that’s  not 


of  event,  profoundly  unexplainable  am 
also  unbelievably  simple. 

Think  about  the  Christmas  “A’ 
that  would  stand  for  Announce¬ 
ment.  The  announcement  that  a 
person  would  come,  a  Savior  would 
— 1 — 'J1  through  Scripture  the  an¬ 
nouncement  is  given  in  various  forms 


In  a  dream  Ji 


told  him  he  did  have  to  fear  to  take  Mary 
to  be  his  wife  for  God  had  touched  her 
and  the  child  she  would  soon  bear  would 
be  God’s  child  (Matthew  1:20-21).  The 


arrive.  All  through  Scripture  the  an¬ 
nouncement  is  given  in  various  forms 
and  fashions  but  is  unmistakably  true 
in  every  instance.  Few  of  those  scrip¬ 
tural  announcements  are  as  beautihil 
and  profound  as  Isaiah  9:6.  Hundreds 
of  years  before  Jesus  was  born,  the 
prophet  said,  'For  unto  us  a  Child  is 
bom.  Unto  us  a  Son  is  given;  And  the 
government  will  be  upon  His  shoul¬ 
der.’  We  understand,  looking  through 
history,  that  this  persorf  was  the  Son  of 
God  -  Jesus  —  who  came  to  us.  Unto  us 
a  Child  ia  bom.  The  announcement  that 
God  was  going  to  come  and  live  among 
us.  An  innocent  child,  a  precious  baby 
boy,  would  become  our  Savior. 

Can  you  imagine  how  people  would 
process  Isaiah’s  proclamation  3,000 


that  all  the  world  should  be  registered 
(Luke  2:1).  It  was  just  a  small  deci¬ 
sion  with  a  big  impact,  and  that  was  i 
bring  about  the  biggest  hope  of  man¬ 
kind  ever  to  be  revealed.  People  may  _  _ _ 

have  thought,  'Well  how’s  this  going  to  each  of  you  a  glorious  ei 
affect  my  income?’  It  wouldn’t  affect  the  baby  Jesus  who  will 
anyone's  income  as  much  as  it  would  reigning  King, 
affect  their  eternity.  The  small  circum¬ 
stances  became  important  for  every  The  author  can  be  an 

one  of  us  to  evaluate.  tions&mbcb.oro. 


will  quickly  see  and 


Revivals  & 


►  Liberty  Church,  Noxapa-  11  a.m.,  follow 
tar:  Revival,  Jan.  6-9;  Sun.,  6  pjn.;  Mon. 
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GILLSBURG  CHURCH.  GILLSBURG'S,  Women  on  Mission 
group  honored  the  Amite  County  Sheriff's  Department  Nov.  30. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  BATESVILLE,  recognized 
Jimmie  Thompson  for  teaching  for  62  years 
on  Nov.  26.  She  is  shown  with  pastor  Tommy 


BEULAH  CHURCH,  DECATUR,  held  a 
licensing  service  for  Tod  Harrison  Dec.  2.  Shown 
are  LaDonns  Harrison.  Harrison,  and  pastor  Gary 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  FOXWORTH.  ordained  Rich  Stampley 
to  the  deacon  ministry  Nov.  26.  Pastor  Tim  Parker,  left,  is  shown 
presenting  Stampley 's  certificate  as  his  wife  Misti  and  sons  Ike 
and  Conner  stand  with  him. 


1ST.  OLIVE  CHURCH,  SMITHOALE.  honored  Charles  Lee  Townsend  (left)  and  James  Pearlie 
Bowlin  (right)  for  their  service  to  the  church  as  deacons  for  36  and  62  years  respectively.  They  are 
shown  with  pastor  Eric  Moak. 


NEW  LIBERTY  CHURCH,  MORTON,  held  a  baby/chrkf 
dedication  on  Sunday  December  2.  Shown  are  the  participants: 
Megan.  Paitlynn.  John  and  Cruz  Springer.  JasonJase. Renee  and 
Rytie  McCaughn  and  Beau.  Anna.  Lana  Elizabeth  Rhinewalt 


WXM  LZYPY  HWOY  W  UKSHY  NPKO 
ZYWUYX,  JWBSXT,  LZKC  WPL  OB 
QYRKUYM  JKX  SX  AZKO  S  WO  AYRR 
ERYWJYM. 

OWPV  KXY:  YRYUYX 

Clue:  L  *  T 

Ham  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bibit 
knouf^ge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  Colossians  4:1 

By  Charles  Man.  1*32-2004. 0  2005 


GOODEN  LAKE  CHURCH.  BELZONI,  held  deacon  ordination  services  Nov.  11  for  two  new 
1 1  deacons.  Tim  Abney  and  Ken  Hood.  Shown,  first  photo,  are  Lillie  Mae  Hood,  Hood.  Bobby  Jo 
|  Hood.  Jennifer  Smith,  and  Layne  Smith;  second  photo.  Billy  Abney.  Annie  Abney.  Abney.  Sandra 
|  Abney.  Layne  Mane  Eaton,  and  Brittany  Eaton. 


I  ARLINGTON  CHURCH.  BOGUE  CHll  lO,  recently  performed  A  Snappy  Chnstmas.  written  by 
^  Mary  Warren.  Shown  are  the  participants  Stephen  Slump,  pastor 
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Promise  Kept  •  Luke  1:26-38 

In  recent  lessons,  we  have  noticed  God’s 
faithfulness  in  keeping  His  promises  i 
when  His  people  acted  in  ignoble  way 
today’s  lesson,  God's  faithfulness  in  a 
ing  the  Messiah,  the  promised  king, 
realized  in  His  dealings  with  a  Galilean 


not  understand  how  it  could  happen,  with  God”  (Lk.  18:27).  The  verb  in  Luke 
Ste  was  a  righteous  virgin  ‘saving  her-  1:37  and  the  associated  adjectives  in  U*e 
sett  for  marriage.  Gabnel  explained  how  18:27  proclaim  God’s  power  to  save  sin- 
the  Holy  Spint  would  enable  her  to  con-  ners.  Ibis  message  of  salvation  and  faith- 
cave  the  child  though  she  had  never  been  fulness  is  the  essence  of  Christmas, 
with  a  man.  "pus  miraculous  conception  Therefore,  all  believers  can  have  confi- 
woufo  bring  forth  a  child  known  as  the  dence  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  who  saves 
pS-rPr  .  ,  those  who  follow  Him.  IfGod’s  power  can 

Gabrtel  also  shared  with  Mary  how  God  make  a  barren  womb  and  a  virgin  womb 
had  oubled  her  older  cousin  Elizabeth,  conceive  children,  then  His  power  can 
plagued  with  me  stigma  of  barrenness,  bring  new  life  and  fresh  purpose  to  lost 
Thus  the  Messiah  would  come  from  a  vir-  sinners.  God  kept  His  promise  in  send- 
.  gfo  womb  ing  the  Messiah;  He  keeps  His  promise 

|  “td  His  to  save  all  who  call  upon  the  Messiah’s 

•  •'iiSsai.  '-SwisS?  forerun-  name, Jesus. 

;■  ner  would 

llnre  thp  Rihlfi  The  Coantodtaaenl  (1:38) 

IIUIC  me  UIIIH  dead  womb.  The  encounter  between  Mary  and  Ga- 

W  Wavne  VanHon l6  ■  ent*re  briel  concluded  with  a  firm  commitment 

•  Christmas  cm  the  virgin’s  part.  Mary  committed  to 
■  story  cannot  two  things.  First,  she  identified  herself  as 
I  be  under-  the  servant  (ESV)  or  bondslave  (NASB)  of 

®fc>°d  apart  the  Lord,  a  person  whose  solepurpose  was 

_  ,  ,,  from  faith  m  to  serve  her  master.  Second,  she  expressed 

^f^^diral  workings  of  God.  her  willingness  for  the  Lord  to  do  to  her 

Gabnel  s  final  words  to  Mary  on  this  according  to  Gabriel’s  word.  She  submit- 
occasion  were.  For  Nothing  is  impos-  ted  to  God’s  plan, 
able  with  God.  The  word  impossible’  This  Christmas,  believers  can  respond 
derives  from  die  Greek  verb  adunateo,  to  God’s  truth  with  obedience  and  humil- 
litoalK  meaning  “to  be  without  pover*  ity  toa  As  God’s  servants  today,  we  honor 
or  r»e  powerless.  Him  by  obeying  His  word  to  us. 

The  operative  phrase  in  Luke  13*  is 


find  Him. 


r—m  _  .  ***  lium  9  vjvoia:!,  JncaoMUl  3  iwim* 

TheGrortfagfiiaifea9)  will  be  Jesus,  derived  from  the  Hebrew 

The  action  started  in  the  sixth  fhonth  word  meaning  ‘Salvation.’  Gabriel  af- 
(Lk.  1:26^6).  The  trnie  reference  ties  to-  finned  five  things  about  Jesus:  He  will  be 
iaether  Goers  miraculous  activity  in  the  great,  will 

lives  of  the  elder  Elizabeth  and  the  younger  De  called  the 

Maiy.  God  enable  both  the  dead  womb  and  Son  of  the 

the  forerunner  and"^  Messiah.  Thus!  will 'sk' on  p 

Christmas  begins  with  the  story  of  two  mi-  the  throne  £  X 

raculous  births.  of  His  father  I 

Gabnel  is  one  of  only  two  angels  explicitly  David,  will  wU 

named  in  the  Bible,  the  other  is  Michael  Ga-  reign  over  ^ 

L— -tt —  II-  t..« _ I _ .  _ »_  nit  1  .a  .a  1  rn  '  ’'r-J 


briel  had  brexight  the  good  news  to  Elizabeth  the  house  of  ' 

that  her  barrenness  and  its  attendant  stigma  Jacob  forev-  » 

would  soon  be  over.  (Lk.  1:19).  Gabnel  was  er,  and  will 
also  used  by  God  to  help  Daniel  understand  have  no  end  to  His  kingdom 
prophetiednous  (Dan.  8:16;  9:21).  Through  these  ftveaffirr 

Nazareth  was  a  small  insignificant  vil-  have  certainty  that  God  ft-lfill 


The  Angels' Announcement  •  Luke  2:1-14 

Over  the  years,  how  many  times  have 

unit  rood  nr  koaivl  _ 


and  Ruth  return  to  this  town  where  Boaz  and  sometimes  »p  ictual  birth  announcc- 
beoomes  then  ‘onsman-redeemer.  He  and  ment  would  be  mailed  T.ii was  not  the 
Ruth  rre  parte*  die  hneage  from  which  Da-  case  with  the  birth  of  Jesus,  flare  and  Jo- 
vtd  waB  bom  (Matt.  1:1-6).  David  became  seph  couldn’t  even  share  die  good  news 
a*  selects  king  for  the  nation  of  la-  with  their  families.  Instead,  the  announce- 
rad  (1  Sam.  1?4£).  Pastor  David  Jeremiah  ment  of  the  Savior’s  birdi  was  first  made  to 
Sates  it  was  a  3ty  of  symbolism,  sorrow,  the  shepherds  who  ..ere  "le- pirn  watch 
f,nu8^  over  their  flock  by  night’  (v.  8).  And  an 

,  Travel  aria,  g.  nents  .  -chided  walking  a  angel  said  to  them,  “fisar  not,  tor  behold,  I 
dhstance  of  ahnev*  80  n  .  -  to  Bethlehem,  bring  you  good  news  of  great  joy  that  wiii 
There  was  no  fiw^tar  b-*el  available,  no  £  for  K  people’  ( “iKTaiSS  Z! 

room  for  have  beer.  Gabnel,  the  name  is  not  given, 
«n  the  perhaps  vut  to  draw  attention  to  the  rnes- 
zuJrFk  “to-  Instead,  senger  but  the  message.  The  angel  then 
were  gave  the  location  as  to  where  “a  Sa^or,  who 
about  is  Christ  the  Lord"  (v.  u)  could  be  found, 
lanijer.  ’And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a 
tliere  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host  Drawing 
"Mare  God  and  saving,  -Glory  to  God  in  the  high- 
birth  est,  and  on  earth  peace  among  those  with 
'  first-  whom  he  is  pleased"  (w.  13, 14)! 
to  told  Announcement!  Announcement!  An- 
sd  him  nouncement!  “And  the  Word  became  flesh 
i  man-  and  dwelt  among  us,  and  we  have  seen  his 
ne  not  glory,  glory  as  of  the  only  Son  from  the 
d  low-  Father,  toll  of  grace  and  truth*  (John  1:14 
ather  s  ESV).  Is  He  your  Savior  and  Lord;  repent, 
believe  and  trust  Him.  He  is  everyttiing 
mcing  you  need! 

ebook.  Leathers  is  a  member  of  First  Church. 

>  poMc  - 


Studies  for  Life 

L  wo  Le.itfu  rs 


RELIEF 

boat,  from  p.  1 

funds,’  Porter  said.  ’It’s  an  in¬ 
credible  thing  that  we  don’t  ac¬ 
cept  government  funds  but  are 
supported  by  our  own  Southern 
Baptist  churches  ’ 


Southern  Baptist  Disaster 

Relief,  in  which  the  Missis- - - - - 

sippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  equipment  to  pro 
Ts»* ,  Force  plays  a  leading  NAMB  provides 
role,  la  among  the  three  largest  ordination  and 
providers  of  disaster  relief  as¬ 
sistance  in  the  United  States. 

Southern  Baptist  churches, 
associations,  and  state  con¬ 


ventions  all  partner  to  mobi-  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  530,  Jackson,  MS  392os-o«no 
Use  volunteers,  resources,  and  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  McGivney  said  C^b5ihSdci 
:nt  to provtdesemcea.  292-3335  or  toD-free  outside  be  madf payable  to  the  Missis- 

s„-.'^as“D,,5^s 


«j»snr»T  »r«.p.gBfP4KIB«Yirr¥  I  &S.  iK  W8Ja;i9ftr  'SfMl&Bi?  fill 


— — ■**™8sunday  School 

Home!  •  Genesis  31 :2-1 6 


Last  week’s  lesson  focused  on  God 
fulfilling.  His  promise  to  provide  a  Mes¬ 
siah.  That  lesson  ties  into  today's  theme, 
"God  directs.”  The  title  “Home!’  speaks 
for  itself.  This  lesson  is  being  taught  in 
churches  even  as  many  family  members 
have  traveled  home  for  the  holidays. 


incurred  Esau's  wrath.  Would  home  be 
an  inviting  place  for  him  after  20  years 
of  being  away  (Gen.  31:38,41)? 

Obedience  Required  (31:2-3) 

God  prospered  Jacob  so  his  in-laws 
became  angry  and  suspicious  of  him. 
God  used  the  disharmony  between  Ja¬ 
cob  and  his  in-laws  to  direct  him  home¬ 
ward.  Genesis  31:3  is  our  memoiy  verse 
for  this  week  because  it  tells  of  God’s 
command  to  Jacob  to  return  to  the 
land  of  his  fathers  and  relatives.  The 
most  important  part  of  the  verse  is  the 
Lord’s  assurance  to  Jacob  as  He  said,  “I 
will  be  with  you.”  God  used  similar  lan¬ 
guage  in  promising  His  presence  as  Ja¬ 
cob  dreamed  at  Bethel  on  his  departure 
20  years  earlier  (Gen.  28:15).  Jacob 
had  incorporated  the  language  into  his 
vow,  saying  "If  God  will  be  with  me  and 
will  keep  me  on  this  journey...*  (Gen. 
28:20).  Old  Testament  scholars  refer 
to  this  phenomenon  as  the  “Theology  of 
the  Presence.’ 


The  Lord  is  present  with  His  people 
today-  as  well.  Believers  can  be  thankful 
for  God's  promises  when  facing  jealousy 
and  hostility.  He  guides  us  in  terms  of 
the  path  we  are  to  take  in  our  daily  lives, 
promising  to  be  with  us  as  we  journey. 

Obedience  Declared  (31:4-13) 

Once  Jacob  realized  God  was  direct¬ 
ing  him  to  return  to  his  homeland,  he 
summoned  his  wives,  Rachel  and  Leah 
(note  the  favored  wife,  though  younger, 
is  named 
first)  to  the 
field  where 
he  was 
watching 
his  flock. 

He  recount-  ... 

ed  to  them  wl,h 

the  growing 


their  father, 

Laban,  to¬ 
ward  him.  Yet,  in  the  midst  of  growing 
hostility,  Jacob  affirmed  God’s  presence 
by  stating,  "the  God  of  my  father  has 
been  with  me’  (Gen.  31:5).  Here,  the 
singular  “father"  referred  to  Isaac,  indi¬ 
cating  a  maturing  faith  on  Jacob’s  part. 
Jacob  had  grown  to  understand  the  God 
who  took  care  of  Isaac,  was  now  taking 
careof  him  as  well 

Jacob  also  recounted  to  his  wives 
his  full  service  to  Laban;  he  had  served 


with  all  his  strength,  holding  nothing 
back.  In  spite  of  has  dedicated  service, 
Laban  continued  to  cheat  Jacob,  even 
as  he  had  done  on  Jacob’s  first  wedding 
night  The  word  “cheated”  (Gen.  31:7a; 
NASB)  derives  from  a  Hebrew  verb 
meaning  “to  mock’  or  “to  deceive.”  Yet, 
in  the  midst  of  those  20  years  of  being 
treated  deceitfully,  Jacob  acknowledged 
that  "God  did  not  allow  him  to  hurt  me’ 
(Gen.  31:7b;  NASB). 

In  Jacob’s  eyes,  God's  faithfulness  had 
resulted  in 
Jacob  being 
enriched 
in  livestock 
in  spite  of 
Laban’s 
machina¬ 
tions.  God 
had  direct¬ 
ed  Jacob  all 
—  along  even 
through 

dreams  (Gen.  31:10-11).  God  assured 
Jacob  in  a  dream  that  He  had  seen  all 
that  Laban  had  been  doing  to  him.  The 
Lord  referred  to  Himself  (as  the  God  of 
Bethel),  the  anointed  pillar,  and  Jacob's 
vow.  Then  He  instructed  Jacob  to  leave 
Laban's  land  and  return  to  the  land  of 
his  birth  (Gen.  3i:i2b-i3). 

God  cares  for  His  people  as  much  to¬ 
day  as  He  did  for  Jacob  and  his  family 
centuries  ago.  Believers  can  honor  God 


W.  Wayne 


and  His  directions,  knowing  that  He 
has  their  best  interests  in  mind.  When 
we  declare  our  obedience  to  the  Lord's 
directions,  we  can  rest  assured  in  His 
faithful  provisions  along  the  way. 

Obedience  Affirmed  (31:14-16) 

In  a  show  of  familial  solidarity,  Rachel 
and  Leah  affirmed  Jacob’s  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  situation,  distancing  them¬ 
selves  from  their  father  (Gen.  31:14-15). 
Additionally,  they  acknowledged  God’s 
handiwork  in  enriching  Jacob  for  their 
benefit  and  for  their  children.  Then  they 
encouraged  him  to ‘do  whatever  God  has* 
said’  (Gen.  31:16b).  Thus,  the  return  to 
Jacob’s  homeland  was  directed  *—  '~'-J 
understood  and  recounted  by  J 
humbly  accepted  by  his  wives.  Jacob  had 
entered  Laban’s  land  as  a  loner,  he  left 
with  two  wives,  six  sons  and  a  daughter 
by  Leah  (Gen.  20:31-35:  30:17-21).  two 
sons  by  Rachel’s  handmaid  Bilhah  (Gen. 
30:1-8),  two  sons  by  Leah’s  handmaid 
Zilpah  (Gen.  30:9-13),  and  one  9on  by 
Rachel  (Gen.  30:22-24). 

God’s  presence  ensures  His  blessings 
to  those  who  trust  Him.  Believers  can 
take  steps  of  faith  based  upon  God’s  past 
faithfulness.  His  past  performance  is  a 
guarantee  of  future  results. 

VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Christian  Studies  and 
the  Arts. 


Simeon's  Proclamation  •  Luke  2:2^35 

“AChristmasCaroUanoveflatyChfles  2ai).  the  angel  told  Joseph  and  Mary, 
Dickens,  was  firs*  published  in  1843. 1  was  separately,  they  were  to  name  the  child,  Je¬ 
an  adolescent  when  my  parents  took  me  to  sus.  In  Hebrew  form  this  name  was  Jeshua, 
see  the  theater  adaption.  I  looked  forward  meaning  "the  Lord”  and  “to  save.’  When 
to  attending  the  performance  with  great  the  phrases  are  joined,  you  has*  “The  Lord 
anticipation  and  excitement  When  the  is  salvation.' 

day  finally  arrived,  I  was  mesmerized  as  I  Next  was  the  rite  of  purification.  I 
watched  tne  performance.  To  this  very  day,  woman  had  a  son,  she  was  unclean 
I  wonder  how  this  elaborate  production  seven  days  -  , 

was  completed.  Tremendous  planning  and  and  then  had  - 

work  went  into  the  scenery,  sound  effects,  to  wait  an 
costiane8,  makeup,  memorization  of  lines  additional 
and  countless  rehearsals.  Perhaps  the  most  33  days  be- 
remembered  quote  from  the  book  is  the  fore  entering 


Next  was  the  rite  of  purification.  If  a 
woman  had  a  son,  she  was  unclean  for 
seven  days  ,  .. 

and  then  had  - - - 


remembered  quote  from  the  book  is  the 
following:  ‘And  it  was  always  said  of  him, 
that  he  knew  Bow  to  keep  Christmas  well, 
if  any  man  alive  possessed  the  knowledge. 
May  that  be  truly  said  of  us,  and  all  of  us! 
Ana  so,  as  Tiny  Tim  observed,  God  bless 
Us,  Every  One!  _ 

However,  in  “The  Christmas  Story,’ 
written  and  produced  by  God,  there  were 
no  dress  rehearsals  or  memorization  of 


a  Leathers 


fines.  It  was  real  life,  unfolding  according  to 
God’s  timetable.  Now  it  is  time  to  move  to 
a  different  staging  area,  and  we  will  learn 
about  a  man  who  blessed  God.  Before  we 
move,  we  need  to  be  aware  of  some  things 
which  have  transpired  before  our  focal  pas¬ 
sage.  First,  according  to  the  ceremonial 
laws,  a  child  was  to  be  circumcised  on  the 
eighth  day  and  then  officially  named  (Luke 


enery,  sound  effects,  to  wait  an 
lemorization  of  lines  additional 
ab.  Perhaps  the  most  33  days  be- 
rom  the  book  is  the  fore  entering 
s  always  said  of  him,  the  temple 
keep  Christmas  well,  (Luke  2:22; 
sssed  the  knowledge.  Ex.  13:2,  12- 
1  of  us,  and  all  of  us!  15).  Mary 
observed,  God  bless  followed 
k  this  ceremo- 

le  Chrfctmas  Story,*  nial  law  because  we  are  told,  ’Now  when 
I  by  God,  there  were  the  days  of  her  purification  according  to 
or  memorization  of  the  Law  of  Moses  were  completed,  they 
nfbkiing  according  to  brought  Him  (Jesus)  to  Jerusdem  to  pres¬ 
it  is  time  to  move  to  ent  Him  to  the  Lord’  (v.  22)Hn  the  next 
ea,  and  we  will  leam  verse  Luke  reminds  the  readers  according 
ased  God.  Before  we  to  the  law,  “the  firstborn  male  that  opens 
iwareof  some  things  the  womb  shall  be  called  holy  to  the  Lord’ 
I  before  our  focal  pas-  (v.  23);  this  is  all  connected  to  the  Pass- 
g  to  the  ceremonial  over.  Then  at  precisely  the  right  moment 
e  circumcised  on  the  and  by  divine  appointment.  Simeon  will 
ffidafiv  named  (Luke  arrive  on  stage. 


es  for  Life 


We  know  nothing  about  this  Simeon’s 
family,  bis  tribe,  his  age,  his  occupation, 
nor  is  he  mentioned  again.  Scripture  does 
not  state  he  was  a  priest  However,  it  does 
reveal  he  was  righteous  before.  God  and  de¬ 
vout  before  men.  ‘He  was  looking  {fir  the 
consolation  (comfort)  of  Israel;  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  upon  htm’(vs.  25b  NASB). 

He  had  been 
told,  “by  the 
Holy  Spirit 
that  he  would 
not  see  death 
before  he 
had  seen  the 
Lord’s  Christ’ 
(v.  26).  With 
this  news, 
he  probably 
visited  the 

temple  often  or  even  daily,  anticipating 
and  hoping  that  this  would  be  the  day.  The 
day  finally  arrived,  Simeon  ‘came  in  the 
Spirit  into  the  temple;  and  when  the  par¬ 
ents  brought  in  the  child  Jesus  . . .  (v.  27). 
Perhaps  he  overheard  the  menpon  of  the 
child’s  name,  or  in  the  Spirit  he  just  knew 
this  was  the  Lord’s  Christ. 

Then  Simeon  took  Jesus  into  his  arms 
and  bursts  forth  with  words  of  blessing 
and  prophecy  (Luke  2:29-32).  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  synopsis  of  what  those  verses 


mean:  *t)  Jesus  would  be  the  salvation 
of  the  work!  2)  He  would  deliver  truth 
not  only  to  more  in  Israel  but  also  to  the 
Gentiles,  3)  Jesus  would  bring  glory  upon 
the  people  of  Israel’  (www-flbtquestiona. 
org/simeon-in-the-Bible.htmj).  Mary  and 
Joseph  marveled  at  what  was  being  said 
about  Jesus  (Luke  2:33).  Then  in  verses  34 
and  35,  we  learn  Simeon  directs  his  com¬ 
ments  directly  to  Mary  prophemmg  the 
following  (the  same  website):  * 1 )  some 
of  the  Jewish  people  would  believe  that 
Jesus  is  the  "consolation  of  Israel,’  and 
some  would  not,  2)  there  would  be  much 
opposition  to  Jesus  in  the  future,  3)  Je¬ 
sus  would  reveal  truth,  4)  Jesus'  suffering 
would  cause  Mary  much  pain,  personally. 
Years  later  when  Mary  was  at  the  Calvary’s 
cross  (John  19:26-27),  she  probably  real¬ 
ized  she  had  experienced  everything  Sime¬ 
on  had  told  her.  » 

There  will  be  one  final  setting  to  God’s 
store,  His  coming!  Acts  1:11  (NASB)  states,  “ 
. .  .This  Jesus,  who  has  been  taken  up  from 
you  into  heaven,  will  come  in  just  the  same 
way  as  you  watched  Him  go  into  heaven.’ 
As  a  Christ  follower  are  you  filled  with  hope 
and  anticipating  His  return?  Proclaim  the 
Good  News! 

leathers  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 

Madison.  m 


PAKISTAN 

com.  from  p.  1 

expelled,  including  non¬ 
governmental  organizations 
(NGOs)  that  were  addressing 
various  humanitarian  and  so¬ 
cial  justice  issues. 


The  various  groups  were 
informed  individually  of 
Pakistan's  decision,  followed 
by  a  tweet  from  Pakistan 
Minister  for  Human  Rights 
Shireen  Maxari  that  accused 
the  expelled  groups  of  ‘non- 
compliance’  and  spreading 
“disinfo  [sic].’ 
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They  must  leave,"  she 
tweeted  Dec.  5.  They  need  to 
work  within  their  stated  intent 
which  these  18  didn't  do!’ 

Mazari  claimed  the  groups' 
work  was  not  expansive.  ’It’s 
like  a  visa  —  some  get  it  some 
don’t!’  she  tweeted  the  follow¬ 
ing  day.  ’Over  80  INGOs  (in¬ 


ternational  non-governmental 
organizations)  re-registered! 
Btw  some  denied  registration 
had  no  projects  on  the  ground 
beyond  seminars,  discussions 
&  free  trips  abroad...  Only  sem¬ 
inar  lot  may  miss  them!" 

Many  NGOf  were  not  given 
specific  reasons  for  their  oust¬ 


ers,  according  to  news  report's. 
A  total  of  27  NGOs  were  ex¬ 
pelled  in  Deoember  2017,  but 
Vbrld  Vision  was  among  1^ 
who  appealed  the  decisions, 
AP  said. 

Pakistan  changed  regis¬ 
tration  procedures  for  NGOs 
in  2015. 
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f|C**«nbus.  •  wlunteer-led 
l|M|ky  of  the  Miss  Woman  s 
JJWonarv  Union  and  Women  s 
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there  was  a  congregational  poduck  and  a  Mail  lro«^Sanla^au«^B,ef  ^ 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  ■  pleated  Ip  publish 
newt  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  piece  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mwsasippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
*  a*™*  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 

be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed  AH  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing:  no  articles  wiH  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  wifi  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  m  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Pleaee  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  trmiat  be  submitted  electron icalty 


via  email,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  H*d 

copy  phetogrepha  maled  ttwough  the  portal 
••rvfoi  wm  not  be  Mpbd  Phosogmpha 
must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weighted.  Photo- 
graphs  must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  build¬ 
ing-.  or  objecfoniy  photographs  wi*  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Can  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generaiy  not  puMshable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wil  be  published,  and  unsolicited 
material  wil  not  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
Al  news  itdms  are  subject  to  editing,  and  aH 
Photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadbne  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
phono  requested  publication  date  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  wil  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis.  These  gukMnes  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0.  Bax 
530.  Jackson.  MS  392050630  FAX  (801 )  292- 
3330  E-mail  baptistreconttmbcb  org 


Need  a  light*. 


I  •  I  ni'ii.  I  .iilinil  l lint  I  iiird  tnti. 

1 1  hate  tinned  ' 
-  *  ".ml  lorjritcmss  I'm-  ntt  vmv 
and  Ireeiliini  from  eternal 
death.  1 1  repent. ) 
I  heliete  Jesus  died  anil  ruse 
,  l,nin  the  «nne  In  lni”i>e  nit  -.ins 
and  in  restore  mt  relationship 
"  *lh  t  on.  1 1  heliete  in  .fesiis.i 
-*■  *V'  lailh.  I  intile  Jesus  (  hrisi 
i  'nl"  itt.t  lile.  li  om  this  time  on. 

I  ttiinl  lo  lite  in  a  lotiiijj  relationship 
ttilh  Hint.  <1  reeeite  (  lYrisi  ns 
nit  s.it  ior  and  l  ord.) 

'Uni  ns  inant  ns  rveeited  him.  to  them  lit*  gute 
Hie  ri|jhl  lo  heeomv  children  oMiod.  eten  lo 
those  who  heliete  in  his  nnnte."  i  John  |;I2» 
II  ton  mnke  n  derision  Tor  t  hrist  todnv.  eonlnel  n 
loenl  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spirilunl  puiilnm  e. 


